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Abstract: Biodiversity of Soil and Canopy Arthropods (Project IBISCA), examines overall patterns of spatial and vertical distribution of arthropods using sixteen sampling protocols, across nine spatial replicates (20 X 20m plots) and 4 seasonal replicates (2003, 2004) in the San Lorenzo forest, Panama.  Beta-diversity of oribatid mites and their vertical stratification are discussed by comparing ground, mid-canopy and upper canopy.  Meta-data analysis of focal taxa and remote sensing data, canopy openness and vegetation characteristics are presented.

