Dear all,

Please find attached different documents related to IBISCA:

· Tentative programme for the ESF Brussels workshop

· Two participants survey that will help us better to prepare the workshop

· Outline of the workshop Proceedings

Please read carefully all of these documents.

At present, the ESF workshop was scheduled as if UNEP rejected our proposal to support non-European IBISCA participants. However, a number of these participants have indicated that they can attend the workshop at their own expenses, and have been included in the tentative programme. In case UNEP decides to support us, we will be glad to revise this programme. 

The general concept of the workshop is that of discussions in plenary/working group sessions rather than a suite of classical oral communications at a conference. Please review carefully your suggested input in the workshop and help us to prepare a successful workshop by voicing your concerns.

To this end you will be required to fill two survey forms. A more detailed survey will be sent 6 weeks before the workshop to summarize the progress of individual IBISCA programmes. The results of this survey will be available to all 2 weeks before the workshop on the web page http://www.naturalsciences.be/cb/ants/meetings/esf_exploratory_workshop.htm 

Please comment also on a tentative outline of workshop Proceedings. These will be discussed in details at the workshop but we need now to submit such an outline to Solvay to see whether they may be interested to help us financially with the publication of the Proceedings.

Please also note that lately the IBISCA database has been growing steadily. It now includes about 50,000 records and 400,000 individuals, including records of higher taxa for many of the sampling programmes, and more detailed information for termites, bees and homopterans. ESF participants who did not join us in the field in Panama are most welcome to download (but not to disseminate) the database at  http://www.naturalsciences.be/cb/ants/ibisca/db_ibisca_downloads.htm (user:crane, password: onthecanopy).

We look forward to seeing you in Brussels

Maurice Leponce & Yves Basset

Preliminary workshop programme: Brussels 6-8 July 2005

The first day of the workshop, we intend to make an overview of the new data generated by the IBISCA project related to beta-diversity, vertical gradients and interactions between organisms (15 min talks). The morning of the second day we intend to review the difficulties related to the analysis of mega-biodiversity distribution in the tropics and how to solve them (20 min. talks). The 3 next half-day sessions will be devoted to working groups aimed to develop new analyses of the IBISCA data, to summarise what has been learned from the IBISCA project overall, to plan the dissemination of this novel information, to identify promising lines of investigation and to foster new collaborative key projects related to tropical mega-biodiversity. At the end of the workshop, the results from the various working groups will be discussed and integrated and will lead to general conclusions.

A number of social events are scheduled, which will need to be confirmed, on the welcome day. There will be also an optional short session to learn more about the IBISCA database and how to work with it.

On Day 1, the presentations intend to summarize the scope of IBISCA data, but not necessarily to report on specific results. Hence they should be organized as to provide details of what was done, what still need to be done and discuss both a particular sampling programme and focal taxa (unrelated to sampling programmes) under the supervision of participants. In the programme, names underlined indicate suggested speaker(s) in case of multiple authorship.

On Day 2, short presentations in the morning will intend to emphasize particular themes relevant to IBISCA or future similar projects. The afternoon plenary session will provide the opportunity to debate on the ideal agenda that each working group should discuss in the next day.

The final day will include discussions of working groups (morning) and integration of the results as a plenary session in the afternoon. To be more efficient, we have suggested tentative working groups and their composition. However, a certain flexibility may be possible and participants may want to move around groups if deemed to be useful.

Tuesday 5 July 2005

Welcome day (to be confirmed)

12:00: Special event: Press conference: SolVin-Bretzel

15:00-17:00 : Optional seminar on working with the IBISCA database (Leponce)

18:30: Dinner

20:00: Special event: Bruno Corbara & Jacques de Gerlache: DVD Ibisca (Public talk in French, followed by a movie)

Wednesday 6 July 2005

Distribution of tropical mega-biodiversity: available data

1. Introduction and background

08:30-08:40. Welcome (ESF representative)

08:40-08:50. Introduction to and aims of the workshop (Leponce & Basset)

08:50-09:00. The IBISCA project: background (Corbara)

09:00-09:10. IBISCA at glance: results of the participant survey (Leponce & Basset)

09:10-09:25. Presentation of workshop participants (led by Basset & Leponce)

2. Beta diversity

09:25-09:40. Beta diversity of tropical ants (Delabie)

09:45-10:00. Beta diversity of tropical insect herbivores (Novotny)

10:05-10:25: Break (20min)

10:30-10:45. The IBISCA Malaise trap programme and focal taxa (Springate, Basset & Pinzón)

10:50-11:05. The IBISCA canopy fogging programme and focal taxa (Schmidl, Floren & Bail)

11:10-11:25. The IBISCA Winkler programme and focal taxa (Aberlenc, Leponce, Orivel, Dejean, Corbara, Roisin)

11:30-11:45. Other IBISCA programmes: ground flight-intercept traps, pitfall traps, vegetation and focal taxa (Tishechkin, Medianeiro & Samaniego; presented by Basset)

11:50-12:50. Lunch (1 hour)

3. Vertical gradients

12:55-13:10. Vertical stratification of tropical soil fauna (Didham)

13:15-13:30. Vertical stratification of tropical insect herbivores (Kitching)

13.35-13:50. The IBISCA beating programme and focal taxa (Ødegaard & Barrios)

13:55-14:10. The IBISCA light trap programme (Kitching, Oliveira & Cornejo)

14:15-14:30. The IBISCA flight-intercept trap programme and focal taxa (Fagan, Didham & Rapp)

14:35-14:50. The IBISCA sticky trap programme and focal taxa (Curletti, Basset, Barrios, Cizek, Aberlenc & Barba)

14:55-15:15. Break (20 min)

15:20-15:35. Other IBISCA programmes: wood rearing, microarthropods and gall transects and focal taxa (Cizek, Winchester & Jordan, Ribeiro; presented by Basset)

4. Interactions between organisms

15:40-15:55. Interactions between tropical organisms (Lewis)

16:00-16:15. The IBISCA social insects programme: ants (Dejean, Orivel, Corbara & Delabie)

16:20-16:35. The IBISCA social insects programme: termites (Roisin & Leponce)

16:40-16:55. The IBISCA bee and pollination programme (Roubik & Frame)

5. Integration for the sessions of the day

17.00-17:15. Beta diversity (led by Delabie & Novotny)

17:20-17:35. Vertical gradients (led by Didham & Kitching)

17:40-17:55. Tropical interactions (led by Dejean & Lewis)

Thursday 7 July 2005

Survey and analyses of mega-biodiversity distribution in the tropics: pitfalls and remedies

08:30-08:50. Determinants of species richness in the tropics and their relation with local species richness (Bridle)

08:55-09:15. Implementing large-scale surveys and experiments in the tropics (Roslin)
09:20-09:40. The taxonomic impediment in the tropics (Sorensen)

09:45-10:05. Working with parataxonomists (Missa)

10:10-10:30. Break (20 min)

10:35-11:05. The IBISCA database (Leponce)

11:10-11:30. Common statistical pitfalls in the analysis of tropical data (Hardy)

11:35-11:55. Meta data and multivariate analyses of large datasets (Dufrêne)

12:00-12:20. Funding large scale biodiversity projects in the tropics (Mitchell)

12:25-13:25. Lunch (1 hour)

13:25-14:05. Integration of morning sessions (led by Floren & Ødegaard)

14:10-14:40. Plenary preparation of working group 1: Problems and remedies related to the analyses of IBISCA data (led by Hardy)

14:45-15:15. Plenary preparation of working group 2: Key analyses of IBISCA data: taxonomic aspects and interactions between organisms (led by Roisin)

15:20-15:40. Break (20 min)

15:45-16:15. Plenary preparation of working group 3: Key analyses of IBISCA data: arthropod distribution patterns (led by Didham)
16:20-16:50. Plenary preparation of working group 4: Promising lines of investigation in tropical mega-biodiversity (led by Kitching)

16:55-17:25. Plenary preparation of working group 5: Valorisation of canopy studies and funding of key projects related to tropical mega-biodiversity (led by Mitchell)

Friday 8 July 2005

Discussion, integration and conclusions

08:30-12:00. Working group 1: Problems and remedies related to the analyses of IBISCA data (led by

Hardy, including Dufrêne, Missa, Leponce & Roslin)

08:30-12:00. Working group 2: Key analyses of IBISCA data: taxonomic aspects and interactions between organisms (led by Roisin, including Dejean, Curletti, Delabie, Schmidl, Sorensen & Springate)

08:30-12:00. Working group 3: Key analyses of IBISCA data: arthropod distribution patterns (led by Didham, including Bail, Basset, Floren, Frame, Ødegaard & Orivel)

08:30-12:00. Working group 4: Promising lines of investigation in tropical mega-biodiversity (led by Kitching, including Bridle, Lewis, Fagan, Novotny & Roubik)

08:30-12:00. Working group 5: Valorisation of canopy studies and funding of key projects related to tropical mega-biodiversity (led by Mitchell, including Aberlenc, Corbara, de Gerlache & Van Osselaer)

10:00-10:20. Break for all working groups (20 min)

12:05-13:05. Lunch (1 hour)

13:10-13:25. Report of working group 1 (led by Hardy)

13:30-13:45. Report of working group 2 (led by Roisin)

13:50-14:05. Report of working group 3 (led by Didham)

14:10-14:25. Report of working group 4 (led by Kitching)

14:30-14:45. Report of working group 5 (led by Mitchell)

14:50-15:10. Break (20 min)

15:15-16:30. Discussion and integration of working group results (led by Novotny & Basset)

16:35-17:35. How to ensure an efficient dissemination of IBISCA data (led by Corbara & Leponce)[includes discussion about the workshop proceedings]

17:40-18:00. Conclusions (led by Kitching)

